[Congenital cutaneous aplasia of the scalp. Apropos of 4 cases].
Report of four cases of congenital defects of the scalp. In two of these cases, the skin defect was associated with a skull defect and in one, there were other cranial deformities. In each case, the lesion seemed isolated in otherwise normal children. This study contains a review of congenital scalp defects. The different aspects of this rare disease are presented and the treatment is discussed with reference to natural evolution. The authors differentiate between cases with isolated lesion and cases with associated malformations or abnormalities, malformation syndromes, as has been previously defined. In the case of skull defects, it is thought that immediate reparatory surgery must be performed, to prevent infection and hemorrhage of sagittal venous sinus, as it was the case in one of the four children. The covering of the defect can be realized with rotated skin flaps, which seem preferable to any form of plastic surgery, for cosmetic reasons, and for the secondary treatment of the skull defect, if this is necessary. When spontaneous closure of the bone defect, is not noted, which occurs generally in the case of large defects, it seems reasonable to close the latter by cranio-plasty, to protect the brain. In one of the four cases reported, this technical approach of the lesion was used, with a good result being reported, four years later.